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DESCRIPTION OF A NEW GENUS AND NEW
SPECIES OF CATANTOPIDAE FROM
GUANGXI PROVINCE, CHINA

(Orthoptera: Acridoidea)

You Qijjing Lin Rizhao

(Biological Laboratory, Academy of Science of Guangxi)

Ranacris You et Lin, gen. nov.

Diagnosis. Closely allied to Habrocnemis Uvarov from Sichuan province but
distinguishable in the following respects: Elytra and wings absent; posterior margin of
pronotum concave; cerci long, flat-conical with the tip pointed.

Size medium, body finely punctate. Head shorter than pronotum; face seen in
profile distinctly reclinate; frontal ridge sulcate, between antennae slightly rounded
prominent. Fastigium of vertex sloping forward, rounded at the apex, with a distinctly
transverse carinula behind; sides of the fastigium bearing distinctly impressed, acutely
triangular temporal foveolae. Eyes elliptical, a little prominent. Antennae filiform,
reaching beyond the posterior margin of pronotum, joints elongate. Pronotum
coarsely punctured, transverse sulci deep, the typical one behind the middle; median
keel well developed, sharp, cut by all sulci; lateral keels thick, nearly obsolete; lateral
obe longer as high, lower margin ascenddnt from its middle anteriorly somewhat
concave, anterior angle obtusely angulate, posterior one obtusely rounded. Prosternal
spine conical, étraight, apex more pointed. Mesosternal lobes transverse, separated by
an interspace narrower than one of the lobes and slightly broader than its own length.
Metasternal lobes narrowly separated. Elytra and wings absent. Tympanal organ
large, nearly rounded. Last tergite excised in the middle, on both sides with a small
semicircular node. Supra-anal plate triangular, apex acute, disc with a median sulcus.
Cercus reaching the top of supra-anal plate, conical, apex pointed. Subgenital plate
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short, conical, with the apex directed upwards, apex acute. Upper valve of ovipositor
straight, upper margin with a row of small teeth. Anterior and median legs relatively
thick. Hind femora short, upper keel very sparsely serrate, terminating into a small
tooth, kneelobes rounded. Hind tibiae with seven to eight external spines, but withont
an apical spine, and with nine internal ones, including the apical one. Hind tarsi
normal.

Genotype: Ranacris albicornis You et Lin sp. n.

Ranacris albicornis You et Lin, sp. n.

g . Antennae reaching beyond the hind margin of pronotum. Frontal ridge deeply
sulcate throughout, gradually and feebly widened downwards. Fastigium of vertex
with the apex rounded. Vertex with a distinct median keel. Eyes elliptical, its
vertical diameter about 1.5-1.79 times the horizontal diameter and about 1.32-1.66
times the subocular length of the cheek. Pronotum coarsely punctured, median keel
well developed, roof-shaped, the third sulcus far behind the middle, the length of
prozona about 3.5-3.7 times the metazona. Metanotum and abdominal tergites with a
sharp median carinula. Elytra and wings absent. Supraanal plate triangular, much
longer than broad, the sides distinctly thick. Cercus in the basal part broad, in the
apical half narrowing and terminating into a point. Subgenital plate with the apex
directed upwards, apex acute.

General coloration castaneous brown. Antennae dark brown, yellowish brown
from above in the basal portion and near the apex with a white ring. Face pale buff,
with shining black markings round the temporal foveolae. Head above buff, with a
median dark brown stripe and the postocular and subocular with shining blackish brown
colour. Pronotal disc with a broad inverted triangular spot at the prozona and a broad
band at the metazona of blackish brown colour. Lateral pronotal lobes shining
blackish brown at the upper half and brown at the lower half. Mesonotal and
metanotal disc with a median blackish brown stripe and the pleurae dark brown. Sides
of abdominal tergites with large a shining black stripe. Hind femora brownish with
three oblique blackish brown rings, of which the one at the basal and the others at the
middle and the preapical, inner sulcus of the lower side reddish, knee-lobes with dark
brown spots. Hind tibiae shining red, outer face with dirty brownish spots basally,
spines black-tipped.

¢ . Essentially same as male. Size larger than the male. Antennae with 25 joints.
The vertical diameter of eyes about 1. 82 times the horizontal diameter and about 1.44
times the subocular length of the check. The length of prozona about 3 times the
metazona. Hind femora long as 4.2 times as the wide. Upper valves of the ovipositor
with the upper margin serrated, ventral valves shorter than the upper one. General
coloration as the male.

Total length: ¢ 21.4-22.0 mm, mean 21.8 mm; ¢ 33.6 mm;

Pronotum: ¢ 4.3-5.0 mm, mean 4.7 mm; ¢ 6.5 mm;

Hind femur: 7 13.1-13.8 mm, mean 13.5mm; ¢ 17.1 mm.

Type: &, Allotype: ¢, Paratype: 4 2 &, Guangxi, Daqingshan (1000m), 1980-
X-13, Lin Rizhao and Ji Hongxian Coll.

Types are kept in the Shanghai Institute of Entomology, Academia Sinica.
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