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A NEW SUBSPECIES OF THE SILVER PHEASANT FROM
SZECHWAN, CHINA——LOPHURA NYCTHEMERA
OMEIENSIS

Cuenc Tso-nsIN
(Institute of Zoology, Academia Sinica)

Cuang CHUN-FAN Tanc Jur-cuanc
(Department of Biology, Szechwan University) (Department of Biology, Wuhar University)

The occurrence of silver pheasants in Szechwan has aroused much interest and con-
cern. Specimens previously collected there by Tang Jui-chang and others have recently
been examined and found to belong to a new subspecies, which we propose to name

as:
Lophura nycthemera omeiensis, subsp. nov.
Specimen Tiseatity Tite e Calledtors Institutions where the specimens
number arc being kept
52261 Opien, Szechwan | IV 10, 1940 o Tang Jui-chang | Institute of Zoology, Academia
(holotype) (alt. 1000m} Sinica

482 (allotype) |Mapien,Szechwan| IV 9, 1945 2 Tang Jui-chang | Biology Department, Wuhan
(alt. 800m) University
1483 (paratype)| Opien, Szechwan | IIT 28, 1940 Tang Jui-chang | Biology Department, Wuhan

University

Tang Jui-chang | Biology Department, Wuhan

1532 (paratype)| Opien, Szechwan | IV 13, 1940
University

484 (paratype) |Mapien,Szechwan| IV 10, 1945 Tang Jui-chang | Biology Department, Wuhan

A " & 4

University
52081(paratype) | Mt. Omeci, Sze- |Winter, 1956 — Institute of Zoology, Academia
chwan Sinica
3023 (paratype)| Mt. Omei, Sze- |Winter, 1958 Wu Teh-ling Biology Department, Szechwan
: University

chwan -
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Diagnosis

I. Male: Our new subspecies most closely resembling the nominate race, but with
more numerous black lines on back and rump, each feather bearing 6—7 (occasionally
8) lines, and a longer tail, -measuring generally more than 750 mm in length. In case
of the nominate race, the feathers of back and rump, each with only 5 (occasionally 6
in rump) black lines, and the tail not more than 750 mm in length.

L. n. omeiensis similar to L. n. fokiensis in the number of black lines on the feathers
of the back, but differing from the latter in the following respects: black lines of the
back somewhat thicker and more wavy and broken toward the tip of the feather; black
lines of scapulars conspicuously heavier; the central pair of rectrices pure white, whereas
in fokiensis, the central rectrices generally with wavy black streaks on the basal half of
the outer webs.

L. n. omeiensis quite close to L. n. occidentalis in geographical distribution; but in
the latter subspecies, the feathers of the back with only 5 black lines, which are some-
what broader; the black lines on scapulars also heavier; tail shorter, measuring only 560—
660 mm; the central rectrices with black streaks on the basal three-fourths of the outer
webs. In case of omeiensis, the inner web of the 1st primary bearing 3 longitudinal
black stripes, which are almost parallel with the inner edge of the feather, while in
occidentalis, the 1st primary beset on its inner web with 6—8 diagonal black stripes, more
or less parallel with each other. With respect to this characteristic, our new form is
similar to the nominate subspecies and L. 7. fokiensis, whereas L. n. beaulieu and L. »
jonesi are more or less of the occidentalis type (Fig. 1).

The male specimens of the new subspecies so far collected have the outermost rec-
trices entirely black or black with only the basal part of the inner webs turned white
with black streaks, the next two pairs of rectrices also nearly entirely black with the
white portion of the inner webs more or less increased in extent, and the two pairs
further inwards usually with the outer webs entirely black. The rectrices of all the other
subspecies heretofore recorded from China are all white, more or less streaked with black.
This is evidently the most distinct characteristic of the new subspecies readily distinguish-
able from all the other Chinese subspecies™.

No. 3023 has both the hind neck and the sides of the neck heavily peppered with
black; No. 52081 has only 2 black stripes on the scapulars. These may serve to show
the degree of variability with respect to these characteristics.

Iris golden-red; bill horny yellowish; feet crimson.

Measurements: Wing 65 g 282.3 (276—299); tail 54'd" 775 (765—800) mm.

Immature male (V 15, 1940; Opien, Szechwan): General coloration similar to that
of the female. The two pairs of central rectrices pale rufous with irregular black
streaks; the third pair white streaked with black, as in the adult male; the next two pairs
mostly black with the inner webs turned white streaked with black; the outermost three
pairs entirely black. The spur, measuring about 13 mm in length, is about half as long

as that of the adult male (Fig. 2).
The different subspecies of silver pheasants so far recorded from Chma may be se-

parated by the following key (Pl. I):

* Possibly excepting L. #. rufipes, which has not been examined. In L. »n whiteheadi, the lateral rec-
trices are mostly black only on the outer webs.
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1. Back black with white lines: tail less than 500mm in length -=-eseerescesiimesiisnnanirenns [op, rufipes*
Back white with black lines; tail more than 500mm in length (with occasional exceptions in beawdieni
and jonesi) T TAERNAT A AR o S e R R e b b R et e s T e s e e s e

2. Black lines of the upper back narrow, becoming much broader on the lower back and rump, each
feather ‘with Only 2 black Tines «estsscescerrossnnsonessunssnesnsomnensssssssnsesiassnsinssasiosressass L. n. whiteheadi

Black lines of the back and rump similar in width, each feather with more than 2 black lines«--++-----3
3. Feathers of the upper back, each bearing 6—7 black lines; scapulars each with 3—4 (occasionally
2) lines; tail longer; central rectrices pure white, or with black streaks on the basal half of the outer
Feathers of the upper back, each bearing only 4—5 black lines; scapulars each with 2—3, 3, or 3—4
black lines; tail shorter; central rectrices generally with black streaks on the basal part of the outer

WEDE orreccmn vt e e b 05 e S e B s e A eSS4 v S e am AR e men e m e e me e s e e
4. Black lines on scapulars broader, the broadest measuring 2—3mm in width; hind neck lightly spotted ;
black lines on back somewhat thicker, and more broken and wavy toward the tip of the feather;
tail generally more than 750mm in length: centeal rectrices pure white; the outermost 3 pairs of rectrices
nearly entirely black «---esserersnserersirisncneaciinnn T g O L. n. omeiensis, subsp. nov.
Black lines on scapulars narrower, genecrally less than lmm in width; hind neck generally pure white;
black lines on back thinner and less broken and wavy; tail generally less than 730mm in length;
central rectrices with black streaks on the basal part of the outer webs, occasionally pure white; outer
rectrices white streaked with black sesssostrmrarermsiniiniiiie et e e L. n. fokiensis
5. Black lines of the upper back finer; scapulars with 2—3 lines, the outer 2 lines thicker; hind neck

pure white; rail 2 " 581—665 (750)** mm; central rectrices pure white, or white on the distal half
B R T SR T PP S 7 nycthemera

Black lines of the upper back finer; scapulars with 3 fine black lines; hind neck pure white; tail 9¢7¢"
570—670mm; central rectrices white on the distal third seseeeererereemiiiosiererassrssrrraneseeans L. n. beaulieu;
Black lines of the upper back thicker; scapulars with 3 fine black lines; hind neck often spotted; tail
207g" 510—590 (440—651)** mm; cenrral rectrices white on the dista] Lfa—1f; eeereennennia. L. n. jonesi
Black lines of the back similar to those in jonesi, but somewhat closer to each other, and more wavy;

scapulars with 3—4 thick black stripes; hind neck pure white; tail 250" 582—656 (560—660)*% mm;

central rectrices white on the distal 17 ==-sresrrreririi L. n. occidentalis

Il. Female (IV 9, 1945; Mapien, Szechwan): Similar to the female of the nomi-
nate race in coloration (Delacour, 1951, p. 153), but with the following differences:

1. The rufous-brown of upperparts much deeper.

2. Underparts dark brown tinged rufous, with narrow but conspicuous white shaft
streaks; under tail-coverts black. In case of the nominate race, the underparts are pale
brown, with broader shaft stripes spotted with black; under tail-coverts similar but more
rufous-brown.

3. The outermost 4 pairs of lateral rectrices are entirely black, whereas in the
nominate race, they are black heavily streaked with white.

Iris golden-red; bill horny yellowish; feet red. There is a little spur of not more
than 5mm in length (Fig.2); this may probably be an individual variation. There are
no spurs in the females of the nominate race.

Measurements: Wing 260, tail 355 mm.

Discussion: There are altogether 14 subspecies of Lophura nycthemera, including
the new subspecies reported ifi this paper. Among them, 9 are encountered in China
and 5 in the western and southern parts of Yunnan, which region has apparently the high-
est number of subspecies of this pheasant so far recorded, and may thus probably be the
‘p[ace of origin of this species.

* No specimens available for examination; characters based on Delacour, 1951.
** Measurements enclosed by parentheses are taken from Delacour, 1948, 1951,
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With regard to our new subspecies, the adults of both sexes are in possession of
black lateral rectrices. This is one of the characteristics of the immature birds, and is,
therefore, assumed to be primitive. The persistence of such a primitive character in
omeiensis is also highly suggestive in postulating the place of origin of the pheasant in
question.

Ecology: Inhabits bamboo groves in hilly forests beset with stretches of grassy
slopes mostly at an altitude of 800—1800 m. It is omnivorous in habits, feeding on
grasses, seeds, fruits, underground stems as well as beetles and worms. Concerning its
nidification, nothing has yet been known.

Distribution:  So far known, confined to Mt. Omei, Opien and Mapien, Szechwan.
These represent the northern limits of the range of the silver pheasant.

Specimens examined: Lophura nycthemera omeiensis 65'd', 1 imm. ', 1@
(Szechwan); L. n. nycthemera 248", 29 % (Kwangsi); L. n. fokiensis 65'd’, 1 imm.
d', 1§ (Chung-an, Fu-sing, Fukien; San-tao, Kwangtung); L. n. beaulieui 10J &,
2 imm. J'd", 29 @ (Mengtsz, Ching-yuan, Meng-la, Meng-hai, all in southeastern Yun-
nan); L. n. jonesi 2d'q" (Ching-tung and Riv. Nankang, southwestern Yunnan); L. 2.
occidentalis 39'd" (Lu-si and Teng-chung, western Yunnan): L. n whiteheadi 30 d
(Hainan): 42 specimens in all.
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