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A NEW FORM OF THE WHITE-BACKED WOODPECKER
(DENDROCOPOS LEUCOTOS TANGI SUBSP. NOV.)
FROM SZECHWAN, CHINA

CHENG Tso-nsin
Zoological Laboratory, Academia Sinica, Peking

Description (¢ ): Nasal plumes buffy white, marked with black; forchead
buffish; crown and hind head scarlet, the feathers with leaden grey bases which
show through in places; lores, cheeks and ear regions buffish white; superciliary
region black in front and white behind; a black malar stripe, dividing behind the
ear region into two bands, one extending upwards toward, but not joining, the
nape, the other downwards along each side of neck nearly to the center of breast (fig.
1); sides of neck white: hind neck and upper back black, with a hidden semicollar
of buffish white between the two parts; scapulars black, barred or spotted with
white near the tips; hind back buffy white, crossed by a broken black bar anteriorly
and few scattered black striae behind; rump and upper tail coverts black; wings
mostly black, the middie coverts with large white spots near the tips, the greater
coverts with similar spots, but smaller in size, the quills having both webs spotted
with white (the spots enlarging into barson tertiaries), the white spots on coverts
and quills forming bars with wings closed(fig. 2);two central pairs of tail feathers
black; next pair black, barred or spotted near the tips ‘;vith buff or buffish white;
outer two pairs black with the apical portion barred with buffish white, more so
on the outer web (fig. 4). i

Chin and throat white; breast white, tinged with buff and turning into
light buff-yellowish posteriorly; upper abdomen and flanks streaked with black,
the streaks being lighter at the center of abdomen (fig. 4);lower abdomen and vent
rosy red, deepening to vermilion-red on the under tail coverts, marked with
brownish shaft-stripes: axillaries and under wing coverts brownish black, spotted
and barred with white.

Adult female: Similar to the male but with black crown and oceiput.

MEASUREMENTS (15 specimens: 4o, 117 ):

Body length Bill Wing Tail Tarsus

o 281.5(280-284) 98.5(58-40) 146.7(143-149) 98.5(96-100) 26(25-27)
21 269 (260-2580) 34.2(33-37) 143.5(141-149) 97.5(96-101 ) 25.5(24-26)

Types: No.12121 (o), and No. 19122 (¢) collected from Shaping, Szechwan
(29.2°N. and 105.5°E.) on March 26, and April 20, 1940 respecti vely, by Tang Jui-
chang, Biology Department, Wuhan University; now deposited in the Bird Room
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of the Zoolegical Lahoratory, Academia Sinica, Peking. Paratypes collected from
March 22 to May 31, 1940 from the same type-locality, kept in the Biology Depart-
ment of the Wuhan University, Wu-Chang, China. :

There have so far been reported 4 subspecies of the white-backed woodpecker
from China, namely, Dendrocopes l. leuucotos (Bechstein) [=D. I ussuriensis (Byrypnun)]
from the Northeast, D.l. sfmicus (Byrypms) from Inner Mongolia, and northern Hopei
D. . fohkiensis (Syrypaun) from Kuatun, N. W. Fukien, and D). L fusularis (Gould)
from Taiwan (fig.5). Differences between the present subspecies (D. I flangi)
and the known forms may be presented below.

The present subspecies differs from the North China form (D. I. sindicus) in
the following respects:

1. In sinicus, forehead is white in color, reaching $-10 mm. in height, while
in tangi, forehead turns buftish, being only 8-6 mm. in height.

2. In sinicus, the black hind neck measures only 20 mm. in width, while in
tangi, more than 26 mm. (figs. 2,7).

3. The white spotting and barring of the wing coverts and quills are much
more pronounced in sinicus than in fangi. For example, the white spots on the
outer webs of the primaries measure 6-9 mm. longitudinally in sfmicus, while in
tangi only 4-5mm.; the white bands on the tertiaries measure 6 mm. in average
width in sfmicus, while only 4mm. in tangi (figs. 2,7).

4. The apical portion of the outer rectrices is mostly white with black bars
in sinficus, while in tangi it is mostly black with white bars (figs. 4, 6).

3. The center of breast is white in sinfens, and light buff-yellowish in tangs.

b. The streaking on the lower surface is more pronounced in fangi than in
sinicus, the streaks themselves being also wider in tangr than in simicus (figs.
3,8).

From the above, it is apparent that in tangi, the black color is better deve-
loped, with smaller white spots and bars on the wings and outer rectrices and
more pronounced black streaks on the lower surface. In sisnicus, however, the
corresponding white bars and spots are larger in size, while the black streaks on
the lower surface are less developed.

With regard to the nominate subspecies, the black streaks on the lower sur-
face are even less developed than in sinicus, thus presenting a more marked con-
tradistinction with tang:.

Insularis is a much smaller form, with wing measuring 126-139 mm. and tail
74-83¢ mm. (exr Hachisuka et Udagwa, 1951). A comparison of our form with #zsie-
larés as illustrated in Gould, 1895(fig.9), shows that the white spotting and barring
of the wing coverts and quills as well as the black streaking of the lower surface

in case of insularis are of an intermediate condition between sinicus and tangi. In
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case of fnsilaris, the underparts are brownish white instead of buff-yellowish, as
in tangi. )

D. I fohkiensis is intermediate in size between insularis and tangi, with bill
measuring 35, wing 139, and tail &4 mm. (o). The upper back is dull black, and
the white color of the lower back shows no buffish tinge. The white barring
toward the tips of tertaries is not so complete ‘as in fangi. Moreover, the lower
surface is buffish white, being much paler buff-yellowish than in tangi, while
the black streaking is also more developed, extending to lower abdomen. The
black band across the breast is not interrupted at the center, as in tangi.

The white-backed woodpecker is mainly palaearctic in its distribution, being
differentiated into a number of subspecies ranging from the eastern Europe and
Asia Minor across the southern Siberia eastward to Kamchatka, Japan, Korea and
N. E. China, and southward to N. W. Fukien and Taiwan. The discovery of the
present subspecies is the first record of this woodpecker in western China. The
existence of palaearctic forms in this part of the country is of significance in
considering the question of a transitional zone between the Palaearctic and
Oriental Regions along the meridional mountain-ranges in southwestern China.
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