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A Review of the Fish Genus Ciliata Couch, 1822, and Description
of a new Species from Shandong Coast, China (Gadiformes: Gadidae)

Li Sizhong
(Institute of Zoology, Academia Sinica, Beijing, 100080)

Abstract 1. Up today Ichthyologists agree that there are only 2 species belonging
to Ciliata Couch, 1822, in the world and both of them are living in the N. At-
lantic seas (CBETOBUIOB, 1948; Cohen et al. , 1990; +*+). In 1846 Temminck
& Schlegel described a rockling named Motella pacifica, collected from Nagasaki,
Japan; Matsubara (1955) noted this fish with 2 snout barbels, 2 nasal and one
chin barbels; hence I think it should be named as Ciliata pacifica,2. More than 40
years ago, I found a rockling specimen in a big glass bottle in which conserved
many other fish specimens collected by the former Inst. Zool. , Academy of Beip-
ing from the Shandong peninsular coast in the middle period of 1930. It was very
similar to Ciliata mustela, but with some striking differences; I complained of only
one specimen, so I did not write it in my papers until 1987. During about 1980, I
told it to Dr. Cohen when he visited our museum; he was very interested in it and
said that maybe it was the right fish (Gaidropsarus pacificus), collected from
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Japan. We, then wrote it in the book “Systematic Synopsis of Chinese fishes”
(1987) as the Ciliata pacifica. However, under a long period of consideration and
many times of careful examination, it seems to me that this is really a new species,
I decide to rename it as Ciliata tc}% p. nov. to honour my teacher Dr. T. -L.
Tchang (1897 —1963) memorialiiing his outstanding achivements in studies of
Chinese fishes. 3. Ciliata tchar?gp. nov. Holotype No. 28595, standard body
length 79.5 mm, total body length 89. 6 mm; data as given in above. Specimen
conditions very well, deposited in the the Fish Museum of the Institute of Zoolo-
gy, Academia Sinica. DI. 1—34, D2. 51; A. 44; P. 17; V. 7; C. vi+22+vi.
Branchiostegals 7. Gill—rakers: 2-+7 (outer row), 148 (inner r. ). Vertebrae
14+ 27— 28 (radiograph). Body depth 5. 6 in the standard body length, head
length 5.1, length from anterior end of snout to anus 2. 2. Snout length 4.2 in
head length, eyediameter 7.8, interorbital 3.1, longest D. fin ray 2.1, longest
A. fin ray 2.6, P. fin 1.5, V. fin 1. 4, C. fin 1. 5. Body elongate, body width
1. 28 in body depth. The hind end of head sub;ylindrical. Snout roundly blunt;
with 2 short barbels near the anterior end of snout, 2 nasal barbels (each behind
the anterior nostril) and a chin barbel below the symphysis of mandible. Mouth
terminal, with small teeth on jaws and vomer. Gill-membranes united and free
from isthmus. Anus near the origin of A. fin. Head and body covered with
minute cycloid scales. Lateral line interrupted into 2 parts above between origins of
D2 and A. fins, the anterior part higher with 12 small pores, the hind part with
28 pores. Dorsals 2, separated; DI. originated above the upper angle of gill-open-
ing, its first fin ray is normal and produced, the following rays are very thin and
short in a shaliow longitudinal depressed groove; D2. originated above the hind
end of P. fin, its 36th ray longest and its last ray at least connected with the upper
margin of C. fin at its basal part. A. fin is rather similar to D2 fin and its last ray
entirely connected with C. fin. P. fin is round. V. fin originated below the hind
end of gill-opening, its 2nd ray produced, reaching below the hind end of P. fin,
far from the anus. The C. fin is round in form. Submerged in alcohol, dorsal side
is flesh brown and slightly purpurish in color; ventral side and trunk whitish. Fins
also whitish in colour. This new fish is very similar to Ciliata mustela, but the lat-
ter with its P. fin ending before origin of its D2 fin, C. fin separated from its D2
&. A. fins, and its lateral line uninterrupted. The new fish is definitely different
from C. pacifica, although both of them living in the northwestern Pacific seas,
for the C. pacifica with D1. 50; D2. 45; A. 38; P. 14; V. 5; C. 27 and verte-
brae 52.
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