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A NEW PANGASID CAT-FISH, SINOPANGASIUS SEMICUL-
TRATUS GEN. ET SP. NOV., FOUND IN CHINA

Cuanc You-weIl Wu CHIAO-TUNG

(Institute of Zoology, Academia Sinica) (Kwangtung Fisheries School)

Cat-fishes of the family Pangasidae have so far been recorded from the fresh and
estuarine waters of India and Indo-China peninsula. During our investigation on the fish
fauna of South China Sea, we have collected three specimens of pangasid fish from Pai-
hai and Shanwei, Kwangtung. These specimens are considered as belonging to a new
species and to a new genus, the description of which is given below.

Sinopangasius gen. nov.

Type-species: Sinopangasius semicultratus sp. nov.

Body elongate, compressed posteriorly, dorsal profile nearly straight, ventral profile
roundedly arched. Abdominal keel confined to belly from behind the ventrals to the
vent. Head rather small, depressed. Snout short, broad. Eye lateral, rather low, with
a free orbital margin. Two pairs of nostrils, situated near the tip of the snout. Mouth
subterminal.  Pair ‘of maxillary and mandibular barbel. Teeth in jaws, on vomer and
palatines. Gill membranes united, free from isthmus. Dorsal and pectorals well-deve-
loped, each with a strong spine. Adipose fin small. Anal long. Ventral with 6 rays.
Caudal forked. Lateral line present.

The present genus resembles Pteropangasius Fowler, 1937, in having a median keel
on the belly, but differs from the latter in that the abdominal keel is confined to belly
from behind the ventrals to vent only.

Sinopangasius semicultratus, sp. nov.

D. I-6—7; A. 31—34 (iv+27—30); P. I-11; V. 6; Branchiostegals 9; Gill-rakers
7-+12.

Body elongate, compressed posteriorly, dorsal profile nearly straight, ventral profile
roundedly arched, with a median keel on belly from behind the ventrals to the vent.
Depth 4.6—4.7, width 8.2—9.8, head 4.2—5.2 in length without caudal. Head small,
depressed, cephalic shields only slightly rugose. Snout short, broad. Eye lateral, rather
low, above the hind corner of mouth, with a free orbital margin. Interorbital broad.
Snout 2.2—2.8 in length of head, diameter of eye 5.7—5.8, interorbital 1.2—1.3. Postetior
nostril situated at a distance behind the anterior, but far from the eye. Mouth opening
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subterminal, slightly angular, distance between corners 1.7—2.0 in length of head. Maxil-
lary batbel originating in a slit above the corner of the mouth, longer than half of the
head, nearly reaching the hind border of the operculum; mand1bullarﬂbatbel short, some-
what longer than diameter of eye. Villiform teeth in jaws in curvéd" bgﬁds* .those on
vomer in 2 separated quadrangular patches, those on palatines in elongat :" oblique
patches which form a crescent together with those on vomer. Branchxosgegals 9, - fechle.
Gill-rakers short, compressed, 7--12 in the first arch; gill membranes’ umted their hmd.,
border deeply notched, free from isthmus. Lateral line present. .

Origin of dorsal fin above posterior portion of pectorals, about in the antetior 1/3
of body length without caudal, rays not elongated, with a strong spine, conspicuously set-
rated behind. Adpose fin short. Anal long, with 31—34 (iv--27—30) rays. pectorals
about equal to dorsal, but the spine stronger. Ventrals with 6 rays. Caudal forked.

Colour in formalin: Upper sutface dark bluish-gray, sides and belly grayish-silver.
Fins yellowish, pectorals, dorsal and caudal with a dark border.

Holotype (), length without caudal 350 mm, No. 56-1174, collected off the water
of Paihai (Jt¥¢), Kwangtung, on April 5, 1956, kept in the Institute of Zoology,
Academia Sinica, Peking. Two paratypes, length without caudal 313 mm and 355 mm,
Nos. 57-107 and SH-11870, collected from Paihai and Shanwei (JilI &), Kwangtung, on
September 10, 1957 and November 22, 1963, kept in Kwangtung Fisheries School,
Chankiang (#7T), and in Shanghai Fisheries College, Shanghai ( L) respectively.



