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ON A NEW SUBSPECIES OF MIDDAY GERBILS FROM XINJIANG

Waneg FENG-GUI

(Institute of Zoology, Academia Sinica)

In our zoological surveys in northern Xinjiang during 1960-1977, a number of mid-
-day gerbils were collected from Gurban-Tonggute Desert. They are considered as a new
subspecies which is named as

Meriones meridianus muleiensis, subsp. nov.

Holotype: No. 26735, & ad., collected on Sept. 2, 1977 from Gurban-Tonggute
Desert, Northern Xinjiang, by Hao Shou-shen. Paratypes: 5 &d 6 22 (ad.), 2d'¢
1 2 (juv.), collected in May-Sept. 1960—1977 from the same locality as holotype. The
‘type specimens are kept in the Institute of Zoology, Academia Sinica.

Diagnosis: The new subspecies is different from other subspecies in the follow-

ing features: the hairs on its back is very pale, sandy-brown-buff in colour, the tail is

-covered with comparatively short hairs and ended with a blackish tuft, and is slightly
shorter than the length of head and body combined, averaging 97.9% of the latter.
Sinece Thomas (1909) described Meriones meridianus biichnert for the midday ger-

bils from the northern Xinjiang, it has been commonly believed that there is only one

subspecies in that region. On the examination of a large series of some 400'specimens
from China, the author concludes that there are three subspecies, namely, M. m. biich-
neri, M. m. penicilliger and M. m. muleiensis subsp. nov., oceurring in the northern
Xinjiang.



